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NOMINATION OF EDWARD STEIDLE TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE FEDERAL COAL MINE SAFETY BOARD OF REVIEW 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1954 


Unrrep Srates SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LABOR AND Pusiic WELFARE, 
Washington, D. C. 


The committee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room P-63 
of the Capitol, Senator H. Alexander Smith (chairman of the com- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith (presiding), Ives, Purtell, Goldwater, 
Cooper, Upton, Murray, Hill, Neely, Douglas, Lehman, and Kennedy. 

The CuarrMan. The committee will please come to order. 

This meeting is called for the consideration of the nomination of 
<dward Steidle, of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the Federal Coal 
Mine Safety Board of Review. 

There has been placed before each member of the committee a 
biographical sketch of Dr. Steidle, for the information of the members 
of the committee. 

(The biographical sketch is as follows:) 


Edward Steidle, dean emeritus, College of Mineral Industries, Pennsylvania 
State University, was born at Williamsport, Pa., on June 23, 1887. His per- 
manent residence is State College, Pa. Dean Steidle received his bachelor of 
science degree from Pennsylvania State University in 1911 and his degree as 
engineer of mines in 1914. In 1943, he received a degree of doctor of science from 
Alfred University. 

Dean Steidle has been a pioneer in the coal mine safety movement in this 
country for over 40 years. In 1912 he was employed by the United States Bureau 
of Mines in charge of mine-rescue cars in various sections of the country. Later 
activities include consulting engineer, Mine Safety Appliances Co.; associate 
professor of mining engineering, Carnegie Institute of ‘'echnology; supervisor, 
cooperative research-fellowships in mining, fuel technology and metallurgy, 
Carnegie Institute of Technology; special assistant, United States Bituminous 
Coal Commission; secretary, mining and metallurigical advisory boards to 
Carnegie Institute of Technology and United States Bureau of Mines. In 1928 
he was made dean of the School of Mines and Metallurgy, Pennsylvania State 
University, and remained as dean of the reorganized college of mineral industries, 
together with an extension division and experiment station from 1929 until his 
retirement in June 1953 as dean emeritus. 

He has also served at numerous inter-American conferences on mineral indus- 
tries as a representative of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and of the United 
States Department of State. 

More than 50 articles have been published by Dean Steidle on mine safety. 
Iacluced in the list are Bureau of Mines miners’ circulars entitled “Dangerous 
and Safe Practices in Bituminous Coal Mining” and ‘“‘Causes and Prevention of 
Fires and Explosions in Bituminous Coal Minaing.’’ These circulars were the 
first visual aids in mine safety work and Dean Steidle later was commissioned to 
reproduce the circulars as motion pictures. He is the author of two books: Min- 
eral Industries Education, 1950; and Mineral Forecast 2000 A. D., 1952. 

Dean Steidle aided in the initial Bureau investigation of silicosis which led to 
wet drilling in hard-rock mining, of lead poisoning and hook-worm diseases and of 
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the effect of high temperature-high humidity conditions which led to the use of 
salt tablets. He took a leading part in the industrialization of rock dusting of 
bituminous mines to prevent and limit mine explosions, and designed the dust 
feeding-aerating mechanism used in the first commercial standard rock-dusting 
machine. 

The CuarrmMan. We are very pleased to have with us this morning 
Senator Martin, of Pennsylvania, and I understand Senator Martin 
is prepared to introduce Dr. Steidle to the committee. 


STATEMENT OF HON. EDWARD MARTIN, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Senator Martin. Mr. Chairman, you are very nice to recognize me 
and I appreciate it. For many, many years I have been, greatly 
interested in safety in industry, and that has meant so much in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, where we have 400,000 people work- 
ing in our mines. In that way I became acquainted with Dr. Steidle. 

It is now a great pleasure for me to introduce him to your committee. 

The Cratrman. Thank you, Senator Martin. 

Dr. Steidle, will you come forward, please, so we can question you. 


STATEMENT OF EDWARD STEIDLE, NOMINATED TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE FEDERAL COAL MINE SAFETY BOARD OF REVIEW 


The Cuarrman. We are very glad to welcome you here, Doctor, and 
I will ask you in your own words to state to the committee your back- 
ground and your qualifications for this appointment which has been 
made, to be a member of the Federal Coal Mine Safety Board of 
sats 4 

Dr. Stemi. Mr. Chairman, my full name is Edward Steidle. I 
was born ; in Williamsport, Pa., June 23, 1887. I graduated from the 
local high school in 1907 and from the Pennsylvania State College in 
1911, with a bachelor of science degree in mining engineering. Later, 
I earned an engineer of mines degree and a doctor of science degree. 

I worked about 18 months as a miner before I joined the Federal 
Bureau of Minesin 1912. If you will remember, the Bureau of Mines 
was first organized in 1910. I joined because of my interest in mine 
safety, primarily, and to work under such leaders as Dr. Holmes, ng 
first director; Mr. Rice, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Paul, and Mr. Deike, S 
an Mr. Ryan, whom I believe really first promoted greater mine adake 
and health in the United States under the new Federal Bureau of 
Mines. 

The Cuarrman. Have you been engaged in mine safety work since 
1912? That would be a period of 40 years. 

Dr. Srerpte. For 5 vears, before I entered the First World War, I 
was in charge of mine-rescue cars, 8 in the Lake Superior district, 6 in 
the Pennsylvania-Ohio-West Virginia district, and 5 in the Northwest 
district and 1 in the Utah-Nevada-California district, pioneering the 
mine-safety program of the Bureau and mine-rescue training. 

Senator Neely will be interested to know, and I believe the record 
will vouch for this, that I gave the first formal mine-rescue training in 
West Virginia at Fairmont, Monongahela, Grafton, and Clarksburg. 
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Then, in the war, I have to be personal, I was hit 3 times, and I had 
an eye knocked out. It did not seem best to go back into underground 
work as a permanent employment. At the same time, the Federal 
Bureau of Mines built their experiment station adjacent to the Car- 
negie Tech campus, at Pittsburgh, and they were good enough to 
select me to head up the mining department and the cooperative 
program between the Bureau of Sines and Carnegie Tech. There- 
after, for 25 years I was dean of the College of Mineral Industries, 
Pennsylvania State University. I retired as dean emeritus on July 1, 
1953. 

You asked whether I was engaged in safety work. I believe firmly 
that safety is largely a question of education, and in my years in 
educational work I think I can point to about 50 men who graduated 
under me who are directors of mine safety. 

For instance, there is Mr. Ankeny, who is now safety director for 
the Bituminous Coal Operators’ Association; and Mr. Benson, 
recently employed as safety director for the Southern Operators’ 
Association. 

In publications, again answering your question, I have published 
about 50 publications of one kind or another on mine safety and 
health work. I think the first visual aids for miners on mine safety 
and health were 2 publications of the Bureau, of which I was the 
author, 1 on causes and preventions of mine explosions, and the other 
mine accidents. They were both published, 1 in 1917 and 1 in 1919. 

I, also, with Johnny Jones, of Big Bend, in Illinois—Senator Doug- 
las probably knows the man—probably did as much to commercialize 
rock dust as anyone. I designed the first aerating feeding dust 
mechanism that was used on the first commercial rock-dusting 
machine. 

T have been a past president, answering your question again, of the 
National Mine Rescue Association, and the Rescue Veterans of the 
Pittsburgh district. Besides seeing the coal mines and seeing the 
rescue practices in most of the leading coal districts of the United 
States, it has been my pleasure and my work to examine some coal 
mines, including safety practices in Great Britain and France and 
Belgium and in four of our South American countries. 

The CHarrMAN. Senator Murray, have you any questions? 

Senator Murray. Are you familiar with the Butte mining district? 

Dr. Srerp.ie. I had my headquarters at Butte when I was in charge 
of our installation. 

Senator Murray. You were in charge of the program there? 

Dr. Strerpie. That is right, and I helped fight the fire, the big fire, 
back about 1914 and 1915. 

Senator Murray. That was a very serious fire. 

Dr. Srerpie. A very serious fire; yes, sir. 

Senator Murray. Since that time, have effective programs of 
of safety been developed in those properties? 

Dr. Srerpie. The man who is safety director, I think, and personnel 
man was my assistant at the time. It was a long time ago. 

Senator Murray. What was the name of the doctor, at that time, 
who was head of the Mine Bureau for awhile. That was a few 
years ago. 
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Dr. Srerpte. That was Dr. Sayers. He was there at that time. 
Mr. Rehilly was the man I was trying to think of. I think Rehilly 
is still employed by Anaconda. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Purtell. 

Senator Purte.u. I have no questions. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Neely. 

Senator Nrreuy. I have none. In my opinion, I have no question 
that he is amply qualified for the appointment. 

The CHarrMAN. Senator Goldwater. 

Senator GoLpwatTer. | have no questions. 

The Cuarrman. If there are no further questions, we thank you 
very much, Doctor. 
Dr. Strermpite. Thank you, Senator Smith. 
(Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at 10:20 a. m.) 
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